
 Goal: Staff will gain an understanding how DAP will 
support creating intentional environments. 

Outcomes: Staff will be able to… 

- Explore importance of the physical environment. 

- Discuss and articulate the core areas of DAP. 

- Identify child development theorist and implications 

    how to support the learning environment. 

-  Explore other considerations to the environment 

    i.e.., interactions, routines, activities & partnering with 

    patents.  

- Make DAP decisions when adding to the  

-  environment.                           
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 Small group activity:  

 

 Discuss what color you would paint your 
classroom if you owned your program. 

 

 Why did you choose this color? 

 

 How do you think children will respond to the 
decision you made? 



Knowing about child development and learning. 
Knowing what is typical at each age and stage of early development is 
crucial. This knowledge, based on research, helps us decide which 
experiences are best for children’s learning and development.  

 

Knowing what is individually appropriate. 
What we learn about specific children helps us teach and care for each 
child as an individual. By continually observing children’s play and 
interaction with the physical environment and others, we learn about each 
child’s interests, abilities, and developmental progress. 

 

 Knowing what is culturally important. 
We must make an effort to get to know the children’s families and learn 
about the values, expectations, and factors that shape their lives at home 
and in their communities. This background information helps us provide 
meaningful, relevant, and respectful learning experiences for each child 
and family. 
 Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth 

through Age 8  3rd edition 

 

http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PSDAP.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PSDAP.pdf


 
 
“We teachers must be able to catch the 
ball that children throw us and toss it 
back to them in such a way that will 
continue the game, perhaps developing 
other games as we go along”.  
                (Filippini 1990 as cited in Edwards, Gandini and Formam 1993, 153) 

   

Discuss implications of practice as it relates 
to supporting the individual and social cultural 
context.  How would this impact your physical 
environment?                           
  
  



 

 



 What is the most important aspect of the 
learning environment? 

 

You! 



 Your interactions must be has intentional as 
the physical environment. 

 

 Your interactions can be social/emotional and 
instructional . 

 

 Activity – Using the theorist activity – discuss 
intentional interactions for each theory or 
research.   



 Time – How does your 
Daily Routine impact 
the physical environment? 
 
How does it impact your 
Interactions? 
 
Using the theorist activity, 
How does your daily routine 
support these theories and research? 



 How do you make decisions about adding 
activities into your environment? 

 

 How do your observations and reflections 
what children are learning impact the 
activities you add to your environment? 

 

 Using your theorist activities – what activities 
do you do to support these theories and 
research? 



 Why is this an important strategy when you 
are developing a learning environment. 

 

 How are you currently doing this? 

 

 What are new ideas? 



Small group activity: 

Choose materials then use what you have learned 
about DAP to decide… 

 Why did you choose this item(s)? 

 Where would you place this in physical 
environment? 

 How and when would you introduce this item(s)? 

 What do you hope to observe as children use this 
item(s)?  

 What is the learning potential for children? 

 What can you do support the learning potential? 

 

 



-  It is important to use your knowledge of child 
development, your understanding of each individual 
child and the social cultural context of your 
classroom before making decisions about your 
learning environment.  

- Not only the physical environment is important but 
also your interactions, daily routine, activities and 
partnering with parents are considerations that need 
to be part of creating an intentional environment. 

- What is one idea that you will use as a result of this 
workshop? 
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Intentional Environments 

Notes and Reflections 

 

What color did you choose and why? 

 

3 Considerations for DAP 

Knowing about child development and learning. 

Knowing what is individually appropriate. 

Knowing what is culturally important. 

 

What did this quote mean to you?  

We teachers must be able to catch the ball that children throw us and toss it back to them in such a way that will 

continue the game, perhaps developing other games as we go along”.  

(Filippini 1990 as cited in Edwards, Gandini and Formam 1993, 153) 

 

Why is it important to use research or theorist to help make intentional decisions about: 

 

The physical environment –  

 

 

 

Daily Routine –  

 

 

 

 

Your Interactions –  

 

 

 

 

The way you provide activities –  

 

 

 

 

 

Working with families as parents -   
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