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Early Communication 
 

Biggest “problem”? 
Best “solution”? 

 
 “The Early Word Catastrophe” 

30 Million Word Gap by Age 3 varied by Income 
Hart & Risley (2003) 



M…Multiple 

A…Animated 

X…eXchanges 

Communicate to the… 



Patterns!!! 

Can you guess what I’m thinking of? 

 

I K D S 



It’s MORE than WORDS 
Core Skills Required for Conversational 
Language: 
•Take Turns Talking 
•Engage with Your Eyes 
•Notice Nonverbals 
 



Four Foundational 
Communication Patterns 
Use Eye Contact 
Initiate & Respond 
Notice & Use Pauses 
Share Words 

 



Communicate to the MAX! 

Teach at Child’s “Growing Edge” 
Use Daily Activities 





“Growing Edge” 

Infant Talk 
Birth-1yr 
Nonverbal 



 
1st Year 

Patterns a Child “Knows” 
 

I DO something to GET something 
 

I learn through my senses 
 
 



Example Early 1st Year  
Communication Patterns 



Example Later 1st Year  
Communication Patterns 



“Growing Edge” 

Baby Talk  
1-2 yrs 
Single Words 



2nd Year 
Patterns a Child “Knows” 

 
I DO something to GET something 

 
I learn through my senses 

 
Words Work 

 



“Growing Edge” 

Toddler Talk 
2-3 yrs 
Telegraphic 



3rd Year 
Patterns a Child “Knows” 

 
I DO something to GET something 

 
I learn through my senses 

 
Words Work 

 
You think I think 

 



“Growing Edge” 

Preschooler Talk 
3-5 yrs 
Conversational 



4th Year 
Patterns a Child “Knows” 

 
I DO something to GET something 

 
I learn through my senses 

 
Words Work 

 
You think I think 

 
Our thoughts RELATE to each other 

 



Empower Parents to 
Communicate to the MAX 

Use Observational Tools 
Target Specific Strategies & Skills 
Be Practical & Functional 

 



Daily Activity Strategy #1:  
Rule of Ten 

T…Take Turns Talking 
             Questions 
E…Engage with Your Eyes 
          Gumby Maneuvers  
N…Notice Nonverbals 
             Pause Time 

 



Daily Activity Strategy #2:  
Sticky Note 

What did you do? 
pushed, buttoned, closed, pulled, 

popped, jumped, cooked, worked, etc. 

 
Getting Dressed 

Yesterday 

10MFT Books Communication Level/Year 3: Simple Phrases (adding “ed”) 



Daily Activity Strategy #3: 
Toystorming 



Daily Activity Strategy #3: 
Toystorming 



Daily Activity Strategy #4: 
Talk Through 

 Teaches Situational Awareness 
during Conversation 

 Can be used throughout first 4yrs 
 Grows language & repairs 

breakdowns 



Talk Through  
Steps & Examples 

1. Describe/interpret behavior. 
2. Tell how behavior effects others. 
3. Brainstorm/offer possible solution(s). 
4. Help child execute “best” solution. 



CALL TO ACTION! 
 

Tweet your best idea for parents  
to help their young child  

communicate to the MAX in daily activities. 
 

#communicatetotheMAX 



Learner Outcomes 
Learn practical strategies to enhance 
daily interactions to help young children 
communicate to the MAX! 
Acquire flexible communication 
Perform successful communication 
      breakdown repair 
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